
 

 

 

 
August 6, 2018 
 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Representative, 
 
The 115th Congress has made historic progress in rolling back harmful, growth-quashing government 
regulations imposed by President Obama. This momentum can continue by ensuring that the misguided 
Obama-era Title II rules revoked by the Trump Federal Communication Commission (FCC) are not brought 
back to life. 
 
Thank you for championing an agenda in Washington, D.C. that breaks down nearly a decade of onerous 
taxation and regulatory overreach. Your pursuit of free-market policies, including cutting government 
regulations, will unleash the power of American innovation and entrepreneurship and lead the United 
States to historic levels of economic activity.  
 
Unfortunately, not everyone in Washington shares your vision. Some are unwilling to let go of suffocating 
policies that unfairly dictate winners and losers in the U.S. marketplace. 
 
Specifically, Senate Democrats recently used a maneuver known as the Congressional Review Act (CRA) to 
try and reverse FCC Chairman Ajit Pai’s “Restoring Internet Freedom (RIF) Order.” Chairman Pai’s directive 
put an end to Pres. Obama’s Title II Internet policy, a heavy-handed regulatory mistake that decreased 
private sector Internet investment by tens of billions of dollars and reduced innovative offerings to 
consumers, and would have allowed the FCC as well as state and local governments to impose onerous 
taxes and fees on Internet bills. 
 
The CRA is currently pending in the House and must be stopped. On behalf of conservatives everywhere, 
please speak out against the CRA and the re-imposition of devastating digital regulations. 
 
This CRA measure utterly fails to encapsulate any shred of practical rulemaking for today’s evolving 
internet landscape. It falls back on archaic policy designed for the 1930s Ma Bell telephone system, slashing 
broadband investment dollars and undermining ongoing efforts to deploy a larger and more robust 
broadband network across the U.S., particularly in rural and low-income communities. 
 
This measure is not only economically destructive, but also weakens critical online consumer protections at 
a time when American voters are deeply concerned about data security. 
 
Chairman Pai’s RIF Order has returned consumer protection to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC)—the 
nation’s historic cop on the beat. The 2015 Title II rules stripped the FTC of its authority to protect 
consumers, and the same will happen—yet again—under a CRA, leaving Americans exposed to continued 
online violations and breaches with no lawful oversight. 
 
For more than two decades, bipartisan support for limited regulatory oversight of the internet fostered 
greater online competition and innovation. The political vitriol surrounding this topic today—fanned by 
Democratic leadership and ginned up by fringe leftist online groups—is unwarranted and erodes America’s 
ability to continue leading the world in today’s revolutionary digital age. Instead of cheap political stunts 
designed to win midterm votes, Democrats should work with Republicans on comprehensive, bipartisan 
legislation that recognizes all the competing players in the internet space. 



 

 

 

 
In the short time that Pres. Obama’s Title II rules have been rescinded, U.S. telecom companies have 
reaffirmed plans to invest hundreds of billions of dollars in exciting new internet services and expanded 
access. Dependable, more accessible broadband will help the U.S. economy surge - growth, jobs, and 
American prosperity should not be held hostage by the political aspirations of a few Washington insiders. 
 
We respectfully urge you to reject this CRA measure and allow consumers to dictate the growth of the 
internet. We look forward to working with you on policies that put a premium on commonsense and 
economically sound rulemaking. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Williams 
President 
Taxpayers Protection Alliance 
 
Bethany Marcum 
Executive Director 
Alaska Policy Forum 
 
Lisa B. Nelson 
CEO 
ALEC Action 
 
Phil Kerpen 
President 
American Commitment 
 
Daniel Schneider 
Executive Director 
American Conservative Union 
 
Grover Norquist 
President 
Americans for Tax Reform 
 
John Hinderaker 
President 
Center of the American Experiment 
 
Steve Pociask 
President 
American Consumer Institute 
Center for Citizen Research 
 
Jeffrey Mazzella 
President 
Center for Individual Freedom 
 

 
Andrew F. Quinlan 
President 
Center for Freedom and Prosperity 
 
Donald Bryson 
CEO 
Civitas Action 
 
Matthew Kandrach 
President 
Consumer Action for a Strong Economy 
 
Annette Meeks 
CEO 
Freedom Foundation of Minnesota 
 
Jason Pye 
Vice President of Legislative Affairs 
FreedomWorks 
 
George Landrith 
President 
Frontiers of Freedom 
 
Victor Riches 
President & CEO 
Goldwater Institute 
 
Mario H. Lopez 
President 
Hispanic Leadership Fund 
 
Fred Birnbaum 
Vice President 
Idaho Freedom Foundation 
 

 



 

 

 

Heather R. Higgins 
CEO 
Independent Women's Voice 
 
Andrew Langer 
President 
Institute for Liberty 
 
Tom Giovanetti 
President 
Institute for Policy Innovation 
 
Dr. Bob McClure 
President and CEO 
James Madison Institute 
 
Becki Gray 
Senior Vice President 
John Locke Foundation 
 
Dave Trabert 
President 
Kansas Policy Institute  
 
Seton Motley 
President 
Less Government  
 
Matthew Gagnon 
CEO 
Maine Heritage Policy Center 
 

Pete Sepp 
President 
National Taxpayers Union 
  
Mike Stenhouse 
CEO 
Rhode Island Center for Freedom and Prosperity 
 
Paul Gessing 
President 
Rio Grande Foundation 
  
Judson Phillips 
Founder 
Tea Party Nation 
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Jameson Taylor, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Policy 
Mississippi Center for Public Policy 
 
Brent Mead 
CEO 
Montana Policy Institute 
 
Harry C. Alford 
President/CEO 
National Black Chamber of Commerce 
 

 
  
 
 
  
 
 
  
  
  
 

Robert Fellner 
Policy Director 
Nevada Policy Research Institute 
 
  
   


