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Now, just thinking about Social Security...And just so everyone
taking this survey has the same information, Social Security is
a federal program designed to provide individuals with a
continued income based on their past contributions after they
(or their spouses) retire.

In the event the individual is deceased, the continued income
is provided to their spouses. Social Security also provides
income to qualified disabled workers and disabled children.
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More than eight-in-ten voters believe Social Security will be bankrupt in 10 3
ears if we do nothing — but note the low intensity.

+52% +80% +78% +50%
If we do nothing to financially secure Social Security, the 90% 89%
program will be bankrupt in eight to ten years and will 76% 75%
face severe cuts.
0, [v)
+66% 24% 10% 11% 25%
—

83% Millennials Gen X Baby Boomers/Silent Gen
+70% +62% +58%
85% 81% 79%

19% 21%
Men Women Social Security HH

+74% +70% +56%

o . . R A rA REA_£4) =2

27% Definitely 87% 85% 78%
22%
. . 13% 15%
278 DRz ° L
Republicans Independents Democrats
W Total True M Total Untrue M Total True H Total Untrue
PU—BLIC OPINION Regardless of whether you have seen, read, or heard anything about Social Security...please indicate whether you think the following statement is generally true or untrue... 153( TP;AcYTFT 5 f
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Statements About Depletion of the Social Security
Trust Fund




Voters want policymakers to start working on solutions to save

Social Security.

s

Statement A: According to reports from the Social Security

Administration’s Board of Trustees, Social Security’s Trust Fund
reserves, which are funds to pay benefits to future beneficiaries,
will be depleted by 2035 or earlier and require an automatic 23%

benefit cut at that time if no changes are made to how the
program is funded.?

Statement B: According to the Social Security Board of Trustees,
once Social Security Trust Fund reserves are exhausted sometime
within the next decade, Social Security will only have enough
funds to pay 77% of scheduled benefits to its beneficiaries. *

Now having read the above information...ensuring safeguards that current Social Security beneficiaries are NOT impacted by any policy
changes, which of the following comes closest to how you think the future funding of Social Security should be handled?

Policymakers should begin implementing

changes as soon as possible to extend the life o
of the program, avoid benefit cuts, and 8 7 /0

ensure that future participants have enough

benefits to help support them in retirement.

Policymakers should not make any changes to
the program until the automatic cuts are
scheduled to go into effect, even if the
program costs and benefit cuts are worse by
waiting until then to act.

Policymakers should begin implementing
changes as soon as possible to extend the life
of the program, avoid benefit cuts, and
ensure that future participants have enough
benefits to help support them in retirement.

90%
10%

Policymakers should not make any changes to
the program until the automatic cuts are
scheduled to go into effect, even if the
program costs and benefit cuts are worse by
waiting until then to act.
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Unless changes are made to how the Social Security program is funded, future Social Security benefits will face automatic cuts within the next ten years.

Very Concerning

Somewhat Concerning

Total Very/Somewhat Concerning

All Voters
Baby Boomers (Ages 59-77) 74%
Retired Voters 74%
Geography: Rural 72%
Women 71%
Generation X (Ages 43-58) 71%
Democratic Voters 71%
Liberal Voters 71%
Region: Midwest Voters 71%
Low Income/Working Class Voters 70%

Total Not Very/Not At All Concerning

Not Very Concerning

Not At All Concerning

PUBLIC OPINION Please indicate how concerning the following statement is to you...
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Ranked by Strongly Agree

Strongly

Agree

I believe Presidential and Congressional candidates
running for elected office in 2024 should discuss the
financial challenges facing the Social Security program
and outline their solutions to ensure it remains solvent.

60%

90%

Total
Disagree

7%

10

Strongly
Disagree

2%

I believe politicians in Washington, D.C. and candidates

running for federal office are avoiding the issue of fixing
Social Security despite the financial threat that exists to
the program.

42%

82%

13%

4%

| believe President Biden is doing as much as he should
to address the financial challenges facing the Social
Security program.

13%

36%

57%

38%

| believe Congress is doing as much as it should to
address the financial challenges facing the Social
Security program.

5%

21%

74%

45%

== Next you will read several statements about Social Security. For each statement, please indicate if you (Strongly Agree, Somewhat Agree,
Somewhat Disagree, Strongly Disagree) with the statement.
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Older voters want candidates to discuss their plans to ensure Social Securit

Ranked by Strongly Agree
by All Voters

I believe Presidential and Congressional candidates
running for elected office in 2024 should discuss the
financial challenges facing the Social Security program
and outline their solutions to ensure it remains solvent.

60%

33%

49%

63%

11

75%

I believe politicians in Washington, D.C. and
candidates running for federal office are avoiding the
issue of fixing Social Security despite the financial
threat that exists to the program.

42%

26%

39%

46%

50%

| believe President Biden is doing as much as he should
to address the financial challenges facing the Social
Security program.

13%

9%

15%

11%

15%

| believe Congress is doing as much as it should to
address the financial challenges facing the Social
Security program.

5%

3%

10%

5%

2%

PUBLIC OPINION
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Agree, Somewhat Disagree, Strongly Disagree) with the statement.

Next you will read several statements about Social Security. For each statement, please indicate if you (Strongly Agree, Somewhat
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Ranked by Strongly Agree
by All Voters

I believe Presidential and Congressional
candidates running for elected office in 2024
should discuss the financial challenges facing
the Social Security program and outline their
solutions to ensure it remains solvent.

All Voters

60%

56%

64%

Republicans

62%

Independents

47%

Democrats

68%

12

Very Likely to
Vote

65%

program.

I believe politicians in Washington, D.C. and
candidates running for federal office are
avoiding the issue of fixing Social Security
despite the financial threat that exists to the

42%

42%

43%

48%

37%

42%

45%

| believe President Biden is doing as much as he
should to address the financial challenges
facing the Social Security program.

13%

14%

13%

4%

6%

27%

15%

I believe Congress is doing as much as it should
to address the financial challenges facing the
Social Security program.

5%

7%

4%

6%

3%

6%

5%

PUBLIC OPINION
STRATEGIES

Agree, Somewhat Disagree, Strongly Disagree) with the statement.

Next you will read several statements about Social Security. For each statement, please indicate if you (Strongly Agree, Somewhat
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Doing nothing about Social Security is clearly not an option.

All Voters

Congress and the President should work together

now to find solutions to Social Security’s long-term 9 1 %
financial challenges to avoid dramatic benefit cuts

Congress and the President should do nothing and
allow scheduled cuts to Social Security benefits to
take effect once we reach the funding shortfall.

TAXPAYERS

PUBLIC OPINION Given the choice, which would you prefer that Congress and the President do when it comes to the future of the Social Security program? s
ALLIANCE
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While not affecting any current Social Security beneficiaries,
each of the following are potential changes, decisions, and
reforms that could be made to address the challenges facing
the Social Security system for future retirees.

For each, please indicate if you would find this totally
acceptable, mostly acceptable, mostly unacceptable, or totally
unacceptable...

PUBLIC OPINION TAXPAYERS

STRATEGIES ALLIANCE
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Ranked by Totally/Mostly Acceptable nccepeatle [N Uoociiiibi | unaccaptabie
Limit benefits for higher income and wealthier beneficiaries” 38% 71% 22% 9%
Cut spending on other federal government programs 27% 60% 29% 12%
Eliminate benefits for higher income and wealthier beneficiaries* 27% 59% 30% 10%
5:;5:- :he retirement age to access full Social Security benefits by a few 9Y%, 359%, 599% 33%
Increase taxes on Social Security benefits 6% 22% 71% 46%
ls)eoczfiii;iggnc:}gsallow automatic cuts to be made to individuals’ Social 4% 12% 829% 69%

"Asked of Sample A*Asked of Sample B

PUBLIC OPINION For each, please indicate if you would find this totally acceptable, mostly acceptable, mostly unacceptable, or totally unacceptable Ifg( TPEACYTE\ 5 3

STRATEGIES ALLIANCE




Support For Potential Social Security Reform Policies: By Generation

Baby Boomers/

Ranked by Totally/Mostly Acceptable by All Voters All Voters f:;::igo; rj (zﬂgi::;;i_ilz) ?:2::22‘_’;8))( Silent Gen

(Ages 59-77)

Limit benefits for higher income and wealthier beneficiaries” 71% 68% 70% 65% 77%
Cut spending on other federal government programs 60% 53% 59% 61% 61%
Eliminate benefits for higher income and wealthier beneficiaries * 59% 47% 65% 64% 56%
C:;sri :he retirement age to access full Social Security benefits by a few 359% 229% 41% 229%, 39%
Increase taxes on Social Security benefits 22% 26% 33% 17% 15%
?gczzicizgnzr}zsal/ow automatic cuts to be made to individuals’ Social 12% 19% 239 8% 4%

2Asked of Sample A*Asked of Sample B

PUBLIC OPINION For each, please indicate if you would find this totally acceptable, mostly acceptable, mostly unacceptable, or totally unacceptable I'?g( TPQACYTFT 5 E

STRATEGIES ALLIANCE
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Ranked by Totally/Mostly Acceptable by All Voters All Voters Republicans Independents Democrats
Limit benefits for higher income and wealthier beneficiaries” 71% 68% 64% 80%
Cut spending on other federal government programs 60% 73% 57% 49%
Eliminate benefits for higher income and wealthier beneficiaries* 59% 49% 57% 68%
C:;sri :he retirement age to access full Social Security benefits by a few 359% 38% 329%, 34%
Increase taxes on Social Security benefits 22% 18% 22% 27%
?:CZf:;iZZnZ;ZSGHOW automatic cuts to be made to individuals’ Social 12% 12% 12% 12%
*Asked of Sample A*Asked of Sample B
%c OPINION For each, please indicate if you would find this totally acceptable, mostly acceptable, mostly unacceptable, or totally unacceptable ;’*ﬁ?}ﬁg:

STRATEGIES



Most Americans believe that even those who earn significant amounts of >
All V. Top Demographic Sub-Groups (38% No)
oters Black Voters 48%
Low Income/Working Class Voters 47%
Liberals 46%
o Generation X (Ages 43-58) 44%
0 Democratic Women 44%
Some College 44%
2020 Vote: Biden 43%
Four Point County: Rural 42%
%C OPINION Do you believe retired individuals and couples who earn significant levels of income through various means (e.g., through investments, etc.) should be eligible to I{} 3<TPEACYTFT§§
collect full Social Security income benefits? ALLIANCE

STRATEGIES
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All Voters

$250,000 and Above 32%

$500,000 and Above 19%

$750,000 and Above 14%

1 Million and Above 10%

No Cap 25%

S At what income level would you feel comfortable with a cap on a retiree’s Social Security income benefits in order to save TAXPAYERS

|
E'LIJF? ,|A_'IFCE (?I ESN ION money and ensure the long-term financial stability of the Social Security program? ,PARLOLTITACI{I ICO E
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Now thinking more about the Medicare program...Just so
everyone taking this survey has the same information,
Medicare is the federal program that provides health care and
prescription drug coverage for older and retired Americans,
the disabled, and people with other health
challenges that are qualified to receive coverage.

STon TAXPAYERS
PUBLIC OPINION

STRATEGIES ALLIANCE
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All Voters

Before 60 Years Old 18%

Ages 60-64 29%

Ages 65-69 47%

Ages 70-74 5%

Ages 75+ 1%

e TAXPAYERS

EWQF?,&'IF% (?IEISN ION What do you believe is the real average age for people to begin receiving Medicare benefits these days?

ALLIANCE




More than three quarters of voters believe Medicare will go bankrupt 24
within ten years if we do nothing.

+58% +62% +64% +42%
79% 81% 82%
If we do nothing to financially secure Medicare today, the > . 2 71%
program will be bankrupt in five to ten years
29%
19% 8%
+56%
GenZ Millennials Gen X Baby Boomers/Silent Gen
78% +56% +54% +50%

78% 77% 75%

23% 25%

Women Medicare HH
+60% +58% +48%
79% 74%
20% Definitely
20% 21% 26%
2% Definitely
Republicans Independents Democrats
W Total True M Total Untrue = Total True m Total Untrue
ﬁlc OPINION Regardless of whether you have seen, read, or heard anything about Medicare... please indicate whether you think the following statement is generally true Ll 2l

STRATEGIES or untrue. ALLIANCE



Voters believe it is time for the government to work on finding solutions

to ensure Medicare’s solvency.

-penenEleeleEselveney

Statement A: According to the Medicare Board of Trustees, the

Medicare Hospital Trust Fund, also known as Medicare Part A, is
expected to be exhausted between 2028 and 2031. As a result,
Medicare will have to make automatic spending cuts, resulting in
fewer benefits and less access to health care for those enrolled in
Medicare.?

Statement B: According to reports from Medicare’s Board of
Trustees, Medicare’s Hospital Insurance Trust Fund, also
known as Medicare Part A, will be depleted by 2031. If this
fund run out, Medicare would be unable to pay full coverage
for health care services like surgeries, hospital stays and other
medical services for older Americans. *

Now, having read the above information...ensuring safeguards that current Medicare beneficiaries are NOT impacted by any policy changes,
which of the following solutions comes closest to how you think the future funding of Medicare should be handled?

Policymakers should begin implementing

changes as soon as possible to extend the life o
of the program and ensure that future 8 9 /0
participants have adequate access to health

care in retirement.

Policymakers should not make any changes to

the program until the automatic cuts to 0
health care access are about to go into effect, I I /0
even if the program costs and benefit cuts are

worse by waiting until then to act.

Policymakers should begin implementing
changes as soon as possible to extend the life
of the program and ensure that future
participants have adequate access to health
care in retirement.

86%

Policymakers should not make any changes to

the program until the automatic cuts to o
health care access are about to go into effect, I 4 /0
even if the program costs and benefit cuts are

worse by waiting until then to act.

PUBLIC OPINION

sk le A
STRATEGIES sked of Sample

TAXPAYERS

PROTECTION
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Unless changes are made to how the Medicare program is funded, future retirees and Medicare beneficiaries could face automatic benefit cuts.

Top Demographic Sub-Groups (62% Very Concerning)

All Voters

Baby Boomers (Ages 59-77) 77%
Retired Voters 77%
Very Concerning Liberals 71%
Four Point County: Rural 71%
h . Women 69%
Somewhat Concerning Democrats 69%
Four Point County: Urban Core 68%
Total Very/Somewhat Concerning Postgraduates 67%
Low Income/Working Class 66%
Some College 66%
Total Not Very/Not At All Concerning Republicans 66%
White Voters 66%

Not Very Concerning

Not At All Concerning

PUBLIC OPINION Please indicate how concerning the following statement is to you... iﬁ{ TTE:CT{IE (? E

STRATEGIES
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Ranked by Strongly Agree

I believe Presidential and Congressional candidates
running for elected office in 2024 should discuss the
financial challenges facing the Medicare program and
outline their solutions to ensure it remains solvent.

Strongly

Agree

59%

90%

Total
Disagree

8%

28

Strongly
Disagree

3%

| believe politicians in Washington, D.C. and candidates
running for federal office are avoiding the issue of fixing
Medicare despite the financial threat that exists to the
program.

38%

80%

13%

5%

| believe President Biden is doing as much as he should
to address the financial challenges facing the Medicare
program.

12%

35%

58%

41%

I believe Congress is doing as much as it should to
address the financial challenges facing the Medicare
program.

5%

20%

74%

47%

ST Next you will read several statements about Medicare. For each statement, please indicate if you (Strongly Agree, Somewhat Agree, Somewhat Disagree, Strongly Disagree) TAXPAYERS

PUBLIC OPINION
STRATEGIES

with the statement.
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Older voters want candidates to talk about their plans to ensure 29

Ranked by Strongly Agree . ) A annia neratia by Boo
by All Voters ° Ages 18-26 Age A Ages 4 -

I believe Presidential and Congressional candidates

fnance craengescng e eaiaresrogamerd | 9% | 40% | 43% | 64% | 76%

outline their solutions to ensure it remains solvent.

I believe politicians in Washington, D.C. and

e of ring weatore dese ve manca st | 3920 | 19% | 33% | 46% | 44%

that exists to the program.

| believe President Biden is doing as much as he should

to address the financial challenges facing the 1 2 % 1 2 % 1 5 % 1 2 % 1 2 %

Medicare program.

I believe Congress is doing as much as it should to

address the financial challenges facing the Medicare 5 % 6% 1 1 % 6 % 2 %

program.

e Next you will read several statements about Medicare. For each statement, please indicate if you (Strongly Agree, Somewhat Agree, Somewhat Disagree, Strongly Disagree) TAXPAYERS
PUBLIC OPINION PROTECTION

STRATEGIES with the statement. ALLIANCE



Ranked by Strongly Agree
by All Voters

I believe Presidential and Congressional
candidates running for elected office in 2024
should discuss the financial challenges facing
the Medicare program and outline their
solutions to ensure it remains solvent.

All Voters

59%

53%

Women

64%

Republicans

58%

Independents

50%

Democrats

66%

30

Very Likely to

Vote

62%

I believe politicians in Washington, D.C. and
candidates running for federal office are
avoiding the issue of fixing Medicare despite
the financial threat that exists to the program.

38%

40%

37%

41%

33%

40%

41%

| believe President Biden is doing as much as he
should to address the financial challenges
facing the Medicare program.

12%

14%

12%

5%

10%

23%

13%

I believe Congress is doing as much as it should
to address the financial challenges facing the
Medicare program.

5%

8%

4%

5%

4%

8%

6%

PUBLIC OPINION
STRATEGIES

with the statement.

Next you will read several statements about Medicare. For each statement, please indicate if you (Strongly Agree, Somewhat Agree, Somewhat Disagree, Strongly Disagree)
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Doing nothing about Medicare is clearly not an option.

All Voters

Congress and the President should work together
now to find solutions to Medicare’s long-term
financial challenges in order to avoid benefit cuts
and reduced health care access for retirees.

Congress and the President should do nothing and
allow scheduled cuts to benefits and access
restrictions to take effect once we reach the
funding shortfall.

PUBLIC OPINION Given the choice, which would you prefer that Congress and the President do when it comes to the future of the Medicare program? PROTECTION
STRATEGIES ALLIANCE
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While not affecting any current Medicare beneficiaries, each
of the following are potential changes, decisions and reforms
that could be made to address the challenges facing the
Medicare program for future beneficiaries ...

For each one, please indicate if you would find this totally
acceptable, mostly acceptable,
mostly unacceptable, or totally unacceptable

PUBLIC OPINION TAXPAYERS

STRATEGIES ALLIANCE
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Totally Totally/Mostly  Totally/Mostly Totally

Ranked by Totally/Mostly Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable Unacceptable Unacceptable

Recoup billions in improper Medicare overcharges, payments and fraud that o o o o
already occur every year 56% 84% 9% 3%

Impose stronger financial oversight of health insurance companies that are o o o o
managing certain Medicare benefits 41% 76% 14% 5%

Limit Medicare benefits for higher income and wealthier beneficiaries” 32% 66% 28% 12%
Cut spending on other federal government programs 28% 59% 30% 12%
Eliminate Medicare benefits for higher income and wealthier beneficiaries * 24% 57% 34% 12%
Do nothing and allow automatic cuts to be made to individuals’ Social 4%, 13% 82Y% 67%

Security benefits

"*Asked of Sample A *Asked of Sample B

PUBLIC OPINION For each, please indicate if you would find this totally acceptable, mostly acceptable, mostly unacceptable, or totally unacceptable Ifg( TPEACYTE 5 3

STRATEGIES ALLIANCE



Support For Potential Medicare Reform Policies: By Generation

. . . . Baby Boomers/
Generation Z Millennials Generation X .
Ranked by Totally/Mostly Acceptable by All Voters All Voters (Ages 18-26) (Ages 27-42) (Ages 43-58) Silent Gen

(Ages 59-77)

]ij’rici’o;fhl;it{/;c;:: alg y/rgfcr;:o:‘l/’ x/ejéc;c;re overcharges, payments and 84% 60% 799%, 84Y% 95%;
thotare mameging certain Medicare benefits | 76% | 57% | 71% | 78% | 84%
Limit Medicare benefits for higher income and wealthier beneficiaries” 66% 65% 68% 60% 69%
Cut spending on other federal government programs 59% 37% 58% 65% 62%
Zlel:;n;]lzizfsr;\::gicare benefits for higher income and wealthier 579% 599, 62% 64% 44%
Do nothing and allow automatic cuts to be made to individuals’ Social 13% 18% 26% 7% 4%

Security benefits

2Asked of Sample A *Asked of Sample B

Se= TAXPAYERS
PUBLIC OPINION For each, please indicate if you would find this totally acceptable, mostly acceptable, mostly unacceptable, or totally unacceptable PROTECTION
STRATEGIES ALLIANCE
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Ranked by Totally/Mostly Acceptable by All Voters All Voters Republicans Independents Democrats
Recoup billions in improper Medicare overcharges, payments and o o o o
fraud that already occur every year 84% 85% 81% 84%
Impose stronger financial oversight of health insurance companies o o o o
that are managing certain Medicare benefits 76% 76% 76% 76%
Limit Medicare benefits for higher income and wealthier beneficiaries” 66% 62% 61% 75%
Cut spending on other federal government programs 59% 73% 55% 49%
Eliminate Medicare benefits for higher income and wealthier o o o o
beneficiaries* 57% 52% 57% 61%
Do nothing and allow automatic cuts to be made to individuals’ Social o o o o
Security benefits 13% 13% 11% 14%
"*sked of Sample A*Asked of Sample B
ﬁLIC OPINION For each, please indicate if you would find this totally acceptable, mostly acceptable, mostly unacceptable, or totally unacceptable iﬁ{ TTe:cEﬁ CE E

STRATEGIES



More than 80% of voters would be more likely to support a candidate who is willing 7
to discuss the challenges facing the Medicare program.

+54% +76% +81% +88%
239% 84% 86% 89%
+79% 199
85% Millennials Gen X Baby Boomers/Silent Gen
+77% +82% +81%
85% 86% 87%
— % L
43% Much More Women Medicare HH
+78% +75% +84%
84% 83% 88%
6%
6% 8% 4%
. . Republicans Independents Democrats
M Total Likely  ® Total Less Likely P . P .
M Total Likely  ® Total Less Likely
= Would you be more likely or less likely to support a candidate running for office who is willing to discuss the challenges facing Medicare and outline potential solutions TAXPAYERS

FS>-L|-‘I|§ I}&-Il-%g EISN ION to the financial problems impacting the future of the program? ALLIANCE
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