JMYTH VS REALITY

Government-Owned Networks (GONs)

An increasing number of city leaders are considering building municipally-owned broadband networks,
believing this is the only solution to sometimes slower or spottier internet service. But, once they build these
networks, the resulting realities of high costs and poor consumer subscription rates are often vastly different
from the promises of consultants. The Taxpayers Protection Alliance (TPA), which released the report “GON

with the Wind: The Failed Promise of Government Owned Networks Across America” in May, wants to address
some of the basic myths about GONs and provide a clearer picture of the struggles that cities often face
when they decide to build taxpayer-funded internet systems.
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