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	DATA CENTERS IN RHODE ISLAND: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
	Recently, data center operations and proposed projects have received a significant amount of attention from Rhode Island policymakers, pundits, and economic analysts. According to a May report in Ocean State Media, one developer—Hanton City Investments LLC—is “seeking to build a business complex in Smithfield that would include a data center.” It “filed its application with the town on May 4—one day before the town council voted 4-1 on its ordinance [banning data centers].” This timing “muddies the waters” about the project’s prospects and highlights a wider struggle across the state between data center developers and elected officials.
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