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To:               	Interested Parties
Fr:                	YouGov America, Inc.
Re:               	Survey shows Americans disapprove of RFK Jr.
Date:            	September 9, 2025
On behalf of the Taxpayers Protection Alliance (TPA), YouGov fielded a national survey of 2,030 adult respondents between September 5th and September 9th, 2025. The sample was weighted according to gender, age, race/ethnicity, education, and U.S. Census region based on voter registration lists, the U.S. Census American Community Survey, and the U.S. Census Current Population Survey, as well as 2020 Presidential vote and approximate 2024 Presidential vote based on available results. The margin of error (MOE) for the sample is +/-2.6 percent and larger for subgroups. Some items withheld for future release. 

Executive Summary
Public sentiment on Robert F. Kennedy Jr, Secretary Health and Human Services (HHS), is negative among American adults. Overall, a majority of respondents say that they do not approve of the job he is doing as the leader of HHS and do not trust him to make the best decisions for the health of Americans. Furthermore, those Americans who do not approve of the job he is doing feel much more strongly than those who do approve. After being informed of Secretary Kennedy’s contract with a law firm that means he could personally profit from litigation against pharmaceuticals, nearly 6 out of 10 respondents do not think it is ethical for him to oversee public health.
In contrast, Americans are most comfortable with the leadership of their own primary care providers, career healthcare officials, and large public health organizations when it comes to making their own healthcare decisions including on vaccinations. While trust in public health officials is somewhat moderated by partisanship, across party lines primary care providers are the most trusted source of medical information.  
Key Results
Americans feel negatively about Secretary Kennedy and do not trust him to make the best decisions for America’s public health.
· Only 37 percent of Americans hold a favorable view of Secretary Kennedy, a lower favorability than President Donald Trump (43 percent). This support is widely divided by party, with 66 percent of Republicans holding favorable opinions compared to only 12 percent of Democrats and 31 percent of Independents.
· Less than a third (29 percent) of Americans trust Secretary Kennedy to make the best decisions for America’s public health when initially asked, including only 8 percent of Democrats and 21 percent of Independents. About half (54 percent) of Republicans indicated they trust him.
After learning about Secretary Kennedy’s legal involvement in cases related to pharmaceutical companies and vaccines, trust declines even more. 
· About three-quarters of Americans (72 percent) were unaware of Secretary Kennedy’s involvement in litigation against vaccine manufacturers. A larger majority (78 percent) were unaware that he currently has a contract from which he stands to profit from litigation against pharmaceutical companies.
· Two-thirds (65 percent) said it is not appropriate for public officials to have contracts with law firms to receive money from litigation while in office, and after hearing about Secretary Kennedy’s past and current involvement in litigation against pharmaceutical companies a majority (59 percent) think it is unethical for him to oversee public health. 
· In a followup after receiving information about Secretary Kennedy’s past and current involvement in litigation against pharmaceutical companies, an even smaller minority of Americans (25 percent) trust him to make the best decisions for America’s public health. Fully 58 percent of Americans overall said in this follow-up question that they do not trust him, 8 percentage points higher than the initial measure of 50 percent.
Majorities of Americans trust their primary care provider, receive vaccines, and believe that vaccines are safe, but there are large partisan differences.
· Most Americans have a primary care provider (79 percent), and among those that do, the vast majority report having visited a provider in the last year (85 percent). There is no statistical difference between the number of Republicans and Democrats who report having a primary care provider or visiting that provider in the last year.
· Nearly three quarters of Americans report having received a vaccine in the last 5 years (74 percent) including most Democrats (89 percent) and over half of Republicans (61 percent) and Independents (56 percent). 
· About two-thirds of Americans believe that FDA-approved vaccines are safe (64 percent). There is wide partisan variation in beliefs about vaccine safety, as 86 percent of Democrats believe these vaccines are safe compared to only 42 percent of Republicans and 53 percent of Independents.
· When it comes to information on vaccines, across all partisan groups the most trusted source is an individual’s own doctor or primary care provider. Overall, 62 percent of all Americans say they trust them to provide accurate information about the safety of vaccines. However, there are large differences in the level of trust with around half of Republicans (51 percent) and Independents (47 percent) saying they trust vaccine information from their doctor/PCP compared to 76 percent of Democrats.
· Trust in vaccine information from public health agencies is highly driven by partisanship. Between two-thirds and about half of Democrats trust vaccine information from the CDC (68 percent), the WHO (64 percent), and the FDA (54 percent). On the other hand, Republicans trust these agencies at much lower levels (CDC: 27 percent; WHO: 15 percent; FDA: 21 percent).
The majority of Americans believe federal guidance and safety standards should come from career public officials, and that public health officials should have medical training and credentials.
· About half of Americans (53 percent) think federal safety standards for medications and vaccines should be written by career public officials while only about 1 in 10 (11 percent) think these standards should be written by political appointees. 
· Nearly three-quarters (74 percent) of Americans say they would be less likely to trust healthcare guidance from a public official if they knew the official had no medical training. This varies by partisanship, with 86 percent of Democrats saying they’d be less likely to trust such an official and 61 percent of Republicans and 72 percent of Independents indicating the same. Moreover, 15 percent of Republicans say that it wouldn’t matter to them, while only 2 percent of Democrats and 6 percent of Independents said the same. 
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