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November 22, 2022

Dear House Republicans,

On behalf of millions of taxpayers and consumers represented by the Taxpayers Protection Alliance (TPA), we
write to voice our emphatic opposition to reinstating the practice of earmarks in the 118" Congress.

The history of earmarks is well-studied and riddled with both fiscal irresponsibility and overt corruption. For
example, prior to their ban in 2011, wayward earmarks from members on both sides of the aisle ranged from
$500,000 for a teapot museum in Sparta, North Carolina to $50 million for an indoor rain forest in lowa. Many
members are also aware of former Rep. Duke Cunningham, who spent eight years in prison for taking $2.4
million in bribes and abusing his position on the Appropriations Committee’s Defense Subcommittee.

House Republicans have gained the majority with a simple mandate — restore fiscal responsibility to the halls of
Congress. The practice of pork-barreling the already-lethargic appropriations process does the complete opposite,
directly injecting tens of billions of dollars into communities across the country while subsequently circumventing
executive branch agencies’ competitive grant processes. Your support for banning earmarks in the 118" Congress
would show clear support for cutting federal spending and promaoting ethics in the budgeting procedures.

Further, statistics show that earmarks unfairly benefit members of the House and Senate Appropriations
committees: “[B]etween fiscal years 2008-2010, the 81 members of the House and Senate Appropriations
Committees, comprising 15 percent of the 535 members of Congress, received 51 percent of the earmarks and 61
percent of the money.” Appropriators, who over the last decade have become increasingly reliant on stopgap
continuing resolutions to fund the government as opposed to fulfilling their responsibilities, should focus the
entirety of their energy on the annual budget, not padding the amount of money brought to their district via
earmarks.

The 117" Congress’ attempt to make pork-barrel spending more transparent does not supplement the brazen
irresponsibility of the practice itself. As such, TPA strongly encourages House Republicans to support the
amendment offered by Rep. Tom McClintock of California to the GOP conference rules, which reinstates the ban
on earmarks. This measure would help Republicans avoid hypocrisy on inflationary spending and our $31 trillion
national debt, while demonstrating principled support for the ethical use of legislative authority.

Sincerely,
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David Williams
President

! https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/532473-earmarks-are-inequitable-corrupt-and-costly-they-should-not-be/
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